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Nr. 5/2009
Budeşti, July 22, 2009
PRESS RELEASE
(translated from the original Romanian text)
The Greek-Catholic Parish of Budesti, represented by Father Calin Hosu, wants to expose to the national
and international community certain acts of discrimination and human rights violations, with anti-Semitic
ramification, taken by the Mayor’s office and city council of Budesti:
While The Maramures County Commission For Applying the Law (18/1991) of Land Fund (CCALLF)
ruled that the Greek-Catholic Parish of Budesti should receive 5 hectares (about 12 acres) from the land
that belonged to the parish, town officials of Budesti forced us instead to accept land that once belonged to
Jewish families who were sent to die in Nazi extermination camps.
In 1948, the year when the Romanian Greek-Catholic Church was abolished by the Communist regime, the
Greek-Catholic Parish of Budesti had in its possession 2 wooden churches and 17 hectares (about 40.8
acres) of land, properties that were confiscated by the Communist regime and were subsequently given to
the Romanian Orthodox Church.
In 1999 CCALLF, with decision no. 9866 from 4/29/1999, solicited that the Greek-Catholic Parish of
Budesti should get full ownership over 5 hectares of land that it had in possession in 1948. Regardless of
this decision, the Mayor’s office of Budesti is forcing us to receive, in exchange for our land that was given
by his office to the Romanian Orthodox Church, land that belonged to Jewish families from our locality.
The Greek-Catholic Parish of Budesti has refused to accept this land because it would serve as a grave
injustice not only for us, but for the families of the Jews that were exterminated in the Nazi’s concentration
camps.
Although the city council created a deed in which this land was now placed under our name, we refused to
accept it; these properties do not belong to us but to the Jewish community.
In 1948, 2 Greek-Catholic churches and 17 hectares of land were taken from Budesti Parish by the
Communist regime; more than sixty years later we haven’t yet received any of our properties back. At the
current moment we are still celebrating our religious services in a private house while our churches are
kept locked, unavailable for our community to worship in, as the orthodox community has a new church
that was built after 1989.
We therefore appeal to both national and international organizations to take a stand against these injustices,
which starkly represent the discrimination and abuses that minorities are facing in Romania today.
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The Greek-Catholic Church from Budesti (Josani)

The Greek-Catholic Church from Budesti (Susani)

The actual room where the Greek-Catholics from Budesti are worshiping every week

The document in Romanian which shows the exact location of each land that the Greek-Catholic Parish
from Budesti was supposed to receive

